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(Translation of a notice from the Japanese Patent Office) 

Mailing Date: January 14, 1997 
Mailing No. 002150 

NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 3*255354 
Examiner's Notice Date: January 7, 1997 
Examiner: K. HOTTA 
Attorneys on Record: Takehiko Suzuye 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 days of the mailing date hereof. 

REASON 

The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been accomplished by a person having ordinary knowledge in the 
technical field to which such an invention belongs, on the basis of 
the invention described in the following publication(s) distributed 
in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARKS 

[Re: Claims 1 to 3] 

The "designating means", "data input/output means", "counter means", 
and "control means" of claim 1 respectively correspond to "row/column decoder", 
"data input buffer, data output buffer", "shift register SR", and "timing control 
circuit TGC" of Reference 1. 

The nibble mode for successively designating memory cells to which 
successive addresses are allocated, thereby achieving an access state, is well 
known. 

[Re: Claims 8 and 9] 
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The "holding means", "control means" and "data input/output means" of 
claims 8 and 9 respectively correspond to "dynamic latch", "random state 
machine" and "serial data port" of Reference 2. 

The random state machine of Reference 2 has a programmable logic 
array therein, and actually counts the cycle number of a clock signal RCLK, to 
output a control signal. 



The claim(s), which is(are) not mentioned in this Official Action, is(are) 
not rejected. If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action 
will be issued. 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide no complicate circuit forming a timing signal inside by 
operating an internal circuit in time series by an external clock signal. 
CONSTITUTION: A timing control circuit TGC receives the inverse of a chip 
selection signal CE supplied from an external terminal, the inverse of a 
write enable signal WE and the time series timing signal formed by a shift 
register SR and forms the timing signal according to the operating mode 
thereof and other various types of timing signals required for a memory 
operation. The shift register SR makes the clock signal CLK supplied from 
the external terminal a shift clock signal, performs the shift operation of 
high level (logic '1') continuously supplied to a first step circuit, and 
thereby forms the timing signal supplied in time series to the timing 
control circuit TGC. 
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